5. STARTING A CONVERSATION
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K— Allegra, | was having lunch at a Ramen shop the other day. And a family keep staring at me. | could see
they wanted to communicate with me. So, | quickly said hello and said my name is Kevin. They just wanted
to be friendly — they saw my K&F English Academy poster and wanted to talk with me. It was fun for me but
it would have been better for them to say hello than stare at me.
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AL— Oh they wanted to break the ice.

(RO D—EBB OB o72AT7E 1, )
K— Yes this is an important phrase for Japanese to know.

(29570, “TARTL—=h—="RAID—FIZTKYI7Z1, )

AL— Yes. Breaking the ice means to start a conversation with somebody you have never met—we say that
at first there is only a cold relationship, or ‘ice’, and you need to ‘break the ice’ to warm things up and have a
friendly conversation.
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K— Yes people want to be friendly but they do not know how to start a conversation easily. A simple smile

and a hello go a long way to starting a friendly conversation. Even small talk about the weather, where do you
work, or are you visiting Mihara are very easy ways to start off a conversation too.
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AL— T agree, hey let’s give it a role play for Mihara people to hear what it might sounds like to start a
conversation. You be the Mihara jin and I will be the foreigner. Let’s pretend we are sitting next to each other
on the Mihara bus.
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K— T’ll start off the conversation with, a hello, my name is, ask you “where are you going?” and “what do
you do”. Pretend your reading a newspaper.

(FFACBIF, 2RV ATTR?DERMZINTHWIATT2? &ML 227,
AL— Okay, what do you mean “what do you do?”

(fAzXNTFETHLr?2oTEINHIZLE?)
K— Oh that means what kind of job do you have or where do you work. What do you do? Is a really simple
phrase.

(R EARMEREZLTOETE? > T I EIRAE X, BIHECHN RS VHTE X, )
AL— Okay, now I get it. I am ready now. | am reading the newspaper.



(> 7 —, el | T 2 5iA C 3 E0E R, )

K— Hello. I'm Kevin
(CAILHIE, TEVEEVWET, )
AL— Hi, I’m Allegra, nice to meet you.
(ZAIEHBIF, TLZT7TT, HIDELT, )
K— Nice to meet you too Allegra. Where are you going?
(THbHT %, EZIATATTR?)
AL— | am going to Mihara station.
CEHFERECcfrE x4, )
K— Do you live in Mihara?
(CEJRI{EATEATT 2 ?)
AL— Yes I do, I live in Miyaura. Where do you live?
(Fv, EHIFEATHES, dhFEIfFATHETS?)
K— I live in Shiromachi. What do you do?
(FAIIRATICfEA TwE T, BIEFHEMEINTHZ2ATT2?)
AL— | am an English teacher at K&F English Academy. And you?
(K&F CHFEAHZTWET, HAiF?)
K— | am a professional radio announcer for FM Mihara 87.4 - for life radio
(FAIXF FM A3 6T VAR HELTHE T, )
AL— You are?
(gA & ?)
K— Okay | am joking. But that was easy to start a conversation. | introduced myself and asked some friendly

questions. Most foreigners are friendly and want to talk to Japanese people. They are just as nervous as
Japanese people are too.
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AL— Yeah that is true. Another phrase is to smile and show friendly eye contact. Don’t be shy or look down.
Just smile and be friendly. This will encourage the foreigner to continue to speak with you.
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AL— Do you have another phrase besides introducing myself | can use to start a conversation with a
foreigner?

(HCHBNALAMCEEDL T 2 EESTH B ?)

K— Allegra you know me! Lots of phrases. For example, “it’s a beautiful day out” or “it’s a terrible day out”.
A lot of foreigners make small talk about weather or their jet lag.
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AL— Jet lag?



(KR T ?)
K— Oh that means a person has traveled from another country and their body clock is off. For example, my
home town in ldaho has 16 hours time difference from Japan. My body clock is off 16 hours.

(HARICHITTE 2 NIZRFEIT T Il o T2 Ab S b, B2, FAOHITDO T A4 XA

T 16 K HAR L AR H 200, BEEB VL V22347 1)

AL— Oh I see what you mean. That is hard. That explains why some foreigners are asleep on the shinkansen.
That also makes it harder to start a conversation.

(2138, ZHITRE | FiipmCc X CIRZ 5 BAINEAZ R F 2 Dld 2D nwirA/zaal ©

bALEEL T v, )

K— True! If they are asleep don’t bother to wake them up either. You know, another way to start a
conversation is, Can I help you? Or Are you lost? If they say no. then you can Introduce yourself (I'm Kevin)
and naturally they will introduce themselves back.
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AL— Good idea. We already learned that conversation last week. That is a very useful phase for other
situations
too.
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AL— Talking about breaking the ice or starting a new conversation, it depends where you are when you meet
them—for example, you said you met a family at a Ramen restaurant—they could break the ice by talking to
you about the food in the restaurant—if they know the menu and the restaurant well they could ask if you need
any help with the menu or ,if you ask, they could make a recommendation.
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K— ok. Let’s practice! Imagine I am the friendly Japanese man and you are the foreigner who is in a Japanese
restaurant for the first time.

(2577 HELTCAL) B T7L Y P - HAANDEEZT220HATLRAF T ViTK
ZHEAOEE L > T, )
AL— OK.

(Fv7r—)

K— Hello, I am happy to see you here—have you been here before?

(ZAHBIZ, 22RO TTTH?)

AL— Thank you—that is nice of you. No this is my first time here—I have tried ramen in my country but
never real Japanese ramen.

(Zv, HIoThATT, HEETI A VIR EBHIATTN, HRTI—AVER
REZDFPHTHRATT )
K— You are lucky—the ramen here is excellent—I am sure you will enjoy it!

(WOBEZEVE L 2207 —AvidEoThbBLWATT L)
AL— Great. If I could, I*d like to ask you ‘what would you recommend?



(ZNE X Do | BT TOLRHY ETH?)

K— Recommend? The NEGI RAMEN here is really good—it’s one of the most popular dishes here. Oh, and
you should try the GYOZA too!

(BT IT0s A3 FXFT7—AVBERLVWTT L ARDA=Z2—D1DTT, HLE&ETD!)
AL— Negi ramen and gyoza? Got it. Thank you for the recommendation—that’s what I will order. I really
appreciate your help. If you are ever in America, | will help you choose something at a delicious restaurant.
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K-- Where are you going?

BB RK TR,

K-- It’s a beautiful day, isn’t it?

B--5o3hTTTR?

K-- Have you been here before?

B 5w 2 BT EEN !

K-- What do you recommend?

BE B TLED? BRIV AAED T DL IFHAANLFFE L THEW R~ B> THWET, i
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I,K,A See you next time~!!



